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EPI S COPAL CHURCH WOMEN – DI OCES E OF ALABAMA
                MI NUTES * OF THE BOARD MEETI NG
                CARPENTER HOUS E- APRI L 8 ,  2008
                            

MEMBERS  PRES ENT:  Dee  Buzby, Get hr yn Giles , Mar ilyn At kins , Car olyn 
Woodson, Bar bar a Car pent er , The Rev. Deacon Kat y S mit h, Alyce  S mit h, 

Anne  Kimzey, Linda Geor ge , Tana Br anch, Fiona Wat t s , Nancy Thompson, 
S allie Lowe, Liz Ensey, Fr ances  Lowe, Bea S t r ong, Alleen Cat er , Cher i Blair , 

S ally S inclair , Br enda Mayhall, and  The Right  Rev. Henr y N. Par sley, J r ., Ex
Of f icio.  

MEMBERS  ABSENT:   Cat hy Blackney, J ane  Dickson, Andi S ilber man, Lisa 
Par r ish, Tor a J ohnson, Valer ie  Bur nes  and  Lisa Gr uner .  

Dee Buzby, Pr esident , called t he  meet ing t o or der  at  10 :08  a.m.-- giving a 
war m welcome t o ever yone .  Dee t hanked Get hr yn Giles  f or  or ganizing t he  
Par ish Leader ship Tr aining Event  he ld t his  past  S at ur day, Apr il 5 .  

Anne  Kimzey led t he  devot ion which began by lis t ening t o a beaut if ul East er  
hymn. S he passed ar ound a basket  of  East er  eggs cont aining hymns , Bible 

ver ses, and  quot at ions  and  asked each boar d member  t o par t icipat e  by 
r eading t he ir  se lect ion.  S he closed wit h a pr aye r  f or  guidance .  

The minut es  of  t he  J anuar y 4  & 5 , 2008 boar d meet ing at  Camp McDowell 
wer e  appr oved as pr esent ed on a mot ion by Get hr yn Giles .  The minut es  ar e 

post ed on t he  ECW websit e  www.alabamaecw.or g

Car olyn Woodson, Tr easur er , gave t he  Tr easur er ’s  Repor t .  Oper at ing Fund:  

Tot al r ece ipt s  f or  t he  per iod ending 4-4-08  wer e  $ 8 ,866 .95  plus  t he  
beginning balance  of  $ 1,807 .92  equals $ 10 ,674.87 .  Tot al disbur sement s  
wer e  $ 3 ,225.00 .  The ending balance  in t he  Oper at ing Fund is  $ 7,449 .87 .  

Under  Disbur sement s, t wo line  it ems t hat  ar e  no longer  valid will be  delet ed.  
They ar e :  Chur ch Women Unit ed under  Gif t s ; and  Boar d Assist ance  
(Cont inuing Educat ion) under  Educat ion, I nf or mat ion & I nspir at ion.  Get hr yn 

Giles  moved t he  $ 435.51 in t he  Boar d Assist ance  Fund be  added t o t he  
Women At  The Well segr egat ed account .  Mot ion passed.  The amount  



2

available f or  college  scholar ships  will be  det er mined and  Car olyn will call 
Nancy Thompson wit h t hat  inf or mat ion.  The complet e  Tr easur er ’s  Repor t  is  

post ed on t he  websit e .  

Assist ant  Tr easur er  S allie Lowe r e it er at ed t he  r equest  t hat  mone y sent  t o 

Car pent er  House  be  clear ly mar ked f or  ECW.  The UTO box of  cash f r om 
t he  PLTE meet ing was given t o Bar bar a Car pent er  t o count  and  r e t ur n wit h a 
check f or  deposit .

Calendar  Handbooks - Get hr yn Giles  r epor t ed t hat  t he  cost  of  pr int ing has  

incr eased f or  t he  2009 Calendar  Handbook, “S t . Anne , Gr andmot her  of  our  
S avior .”  Get hr yn moved t he  pr ice  of  t he 2009 ext r a calendar s  be  incr eased 
f r om $ 3 .50  t o $ 5 .00  per  calendar  t o cover  t he  pr int ing incr ease.  Mot ion 

passed.  Dee Buzby announced she  has  f ound a pot ent ial speaker , Kat er ina 
Whit ley, who is  knowledgeable about  S t . Anne . The cost  will be  $ 500 plus  
t r anspor t at ion and  lodging but  she  is  agr eeable t o s t aying in someone ’s  home.  

Bea S t r ong moved t hat  t he  boar d appr ove invit ing Kat er ina Whit ley t o be  
t he  speaker  f or  t he  2009 Fall Conf er ence .  Mot ion passed.  This will now go 
t o t he  Bishop f or  f inal appr oval.  This  r epor t  is  at t ached.  

UTO – Bar bar a Car pent er  r epor t ed t hat  $ 80 .00  was r eceived f r om t he  
boxes placed on t he  t ables  at  t he  convent ion.  S he  t hanked Zona Tounsley 

f or  f illing in f or  her  at  PLTE.  The spr ing UTO I ngat her ing will be  in May.

Dee announced t hat  Lisa Cade-Gr uner  is  on t he  diocesan t ask f or ce  f or  t he  
S t ewar dship of  Cr eat ion and  will be  t he  ECW Boar d’s  liaison wit h t hat  gr oup.

Ar chivist  – Valer ie  Pope Bur nes’ r epor t  is  at t ached.  J im Bagget t  at  t he  
Bir mingham Public Libr ar y has  agr eed t o accept  t he  ECW paper s  and  make 
t hem par t  of  t he  Diocesan Collect ion at  t he  ar chives .  

CPC – Br enda Mayhall announced t hat  t he  CPC designat ed S unday is  May 6 .  
S he will ge t  t he  lis t  of  seminar ians ’ names mid summer  and  will le t  us  know 

how much money each will r eceive f or  he lp wit h t he  cos t  of  t he ir  books.  The 
Nat ional CPC has sent  a le t t er  t e lling of  t he ir  need f or  f unds and  pr ayer s .  

Cler gy Liaison – Kat y S mit h has  r eceived t he  f ir s t  ver bal r equest  f or  money 
f r om t he  Women At  The Well Fund.  The commit t ee  cons is t s of  Kat y S mit h, 
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Fiona Wat t s  and  Adele Colvin.  Cler gy Conf er ence  comes up in t wo weeks.  
Alleen Cat er  asked t hat  t he  cler gy t alk up t he  upcoming Ar t  Auct ion.

DOK – Andi S ilber man’s  r epor t  is  at t ached.

Hospit alit y – Alyce  S mit h will f ur nish lunch f or  each boar d meet ing.  Ther e  
will be  a $ 5 .00  char ge  each meet ing.  Alyce  asked t o be  not if ied of  f ood 
r est r ict ions .

Mission and  Minis t r ies  – Fr an Lowe has  been at t ending convocat ion meet ings  

r equest ing par ishes  f ill out  a f or m t hat  will pr ovide  inf or mat ion about  t he ir  
miss ion and  out r each act ivit ies  as  well as  f undr ais ing f or  t hese  event s .  The 
f or m is  on t he  websit e .

Nominat ions  – Dee announced t hat  boar d member s  should not if y J ane  
Dickson if  t hey want  t o cont inue  on t he  boar d.  A s lat e  of  of f icer s will be  

pr esent ed at  t he S ept ember  meet ing.  

Publicit y – Fiona Wat t s  appr eciat es  t hat  it ems f or  The Apost le  ar e  be ing 

sent  t o her  copy r eady.  Phot ogr aphs in J PEG f or m ar e  encour aged.  Ther e is  
a ‘save t he  dat e’ space  available if  you wish t o publicize  an event  in t he  
f ut ur e .

S cholar ships  – Nancy Thompson’s  commit t ee  will meet  May 12  t o r eview 

college  scholar ship applicat ions .  Discussion f ollowed on who is  e ligible  t o 
r eceive a scholar ship.  The r ecipient  must  be  a communicant  in good s t anding 
wit h t he  Episcopal Chur ch, Diocese  of  Alabama. 

Alleen Cat er  br ought  up t he  f act  t hat  t he  I RS  r equir es  we give a wr it t en 
acknowledgement  t o ever y donor .  Ref er ence  t he  S cholar ship pr ogr am, 

Alleen dr af t ed 3  f or ms t o s implif y acknowledgement s .  The f ir st  would be  t o 
t he  donor  giving in memor y or  in honor  of  someone  and  would s t at e  t hat  “No 
goods or  ser vices  wer e  r eceived f or  t his  donat ion.”  The second would be  a 

new gener al cont r ibut ion f or m t o t he  College  S cholar ship Fund wit h an 
enve lope  and  would be  sent  wit h t he  t hank you t o t he  donor  t o be  available  
f or  t he  next  cont r ibut ion.  A small br ochur e  could also be  included.  The 

t hir d would not if y t he  f amily of  t he  per son being honor ed.  S allie  Lowe, 
Assist ant  Tr easur er , would cont inue  t o adminis t er  acknowledgement s  us ing 
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t he  new f or ms.  I t  was suggest ed t hat  donor s  names might  be  lis t ed in The 
Apost le  as  a means  t o encour age  donat ions .  The Act s  2  donor s  will also need 

t o be  acknowledged.  

Webmast er  – S ally S inclair emailed a t hor ough r epor t  of  all t he  websit e  

updat es , Convocat ion Coor dinat or  r equest s and  r ecommendat ions  t o all ECW 
Boar d member s.  The r epor t  is  at t ached.

Women’s  Weekend – I n t he  absence  of  Cat hy Blackney, Dee shar ed t he  
highlight s  of  t he upcoming Women’s  Weekend event  which will be  held May 

16  – 18 , 2008 at  Camp McDowell.  The  Rev. Bob Blackwell and  his  wif e  Kay 
will be  t he  speaker s . Alleen Cat er  moved t hat  t he  Alms f r om Women’s  
Weekend go t o t he  Act s  2  f und.  Mot ion car r ied.  Cat hy s t ill ne eds someone  

t o be  in char ge  of  t he ‘Wine and  Unwind’ on Fr iday night  af t er  t he  poolside  
Compline .  I t  was suggest ed t hat  t he  r egist r at ion f or m cont ain a line  f or  
people t o s ign up t o br ing somet hing t o shar e  f or  t hat  par t  of  t he  weekend.  

Cat hy’s  r epor t  is  at t ached.  

Kanuga – This  year  Dee Buzby, Get hr yn Giles , Bar bar a Car pent er , Tor a 

J ohnson, Alyce  S mit h, and  Car olyn Woodson (and  husband) will r epr esent  us  
at  t he  Pr ovince  I V Episcopal Chur ch Women Conf er ence  t hat  will be  held at  
Kanuga in Nor t h Car olina, J une  2  – 4 .

Noon Day Pr ayer s  wer e  led by Bishop Par sley in t he  Chapel at  Car pent er  

House .  The cr oss , given by t he  ECW, in memor y of  Bishop Fur man C. “Bill” 
S t ough was dedicat ed.  The cr oss  was designed by t he  lat e  Cor dr ay Par ker .  
Guest s  pr esent  f or  t he  dedicat ion wer e :  Leslie  S t ough Lynch, daught er  of  

Bishop S t ough, S ummer  S t ough Hor n, ne ice of  Bishop S t ough, Nancy Poynor
and J ane  Menendez, Advent  Gar den Commit t ee  Member s , Canon Cr aig 
S malley and  Canon J oe  War r en, Cler gy S t af f  at  Advent , The Rev. Pat  Wingo 

and Olivia Weingar t en, ECW Past  Pr esident .

Following lunch wit h Bishop Par s ley, ECW Pr esident , Dee Buzby, called t he  

meet ing t o or der  at  1:02  p.m.  Dee invit ed t he  Bishop t o shar e  some t hought s 
wit h t he  boar d.  

Bishop Par s ley gr ee t ed us  t his  East er  season by saying, “Happy East er  dur ing 
t hese  gr eat  50  days .”  He likes  t o r emind people t hat  East er  doesn’t  come 



5

and go but  it  comes and  s t ays  f or  almos t  seven weeks.  He t hanked t he  ECW 
f or  t he  wonder f ul gif t  of  t he  cr oss  in memor y of  Bishop S t ough.  

     The Bishop is  looking f or war d t o t he  ar t  auct ion next  week and  has  plans  
t o cont r ibut e  somet hing special.  He said, “The auct ion is  a wonder f ul t hing 
t o do, not  only because  it  br ings  money f or  a good cause  but  it  also involves  

people wit h t he ir  gif t s  and  t alent s  and  it  br ings  us  t oget her  in ways  t hat  ar e
so impor t ant  f or  t he  Chur ch.”  The goal is  t o have t he Chapel f inished by t he  
2009 convent ion.  

     The Lambet h Conf er ence  is  s t ill on f or  J uly 9  – Augus t  3  and Bishop 
S loan and  Bishop Par sley plan t o go.  The Bishop asked us  t o, “Please  pr ay f or  

Lambet h; it  is  a t ime of  r enewal and  unit y f or  t he  Anglican communion in t he  
midst  of  gr eat  s t r if e  about  var ious  t hings.”  
     Af t er  t he  conf er ence  Bishop Par s ley will be  on S abbat ical f or  t hr ee  

mont hs .  He r equest s our  pr ayer s  f or  a good S abbat h t ime.   Bishop S loan 
will be  wit h us  dur ing t hat  t ime.  
     Ot her  pr ayer  r equest s  ar e  f or  t he  ext r emely impor t ant  wor k being done  

in Hait i and  f or  t he r ecent ly appr oved or dinat ion of  f ive new deacons .  
     Bishop Par s ley asked t o pur chase  12  t icket s t o t he  ar t  auct ion t o give t o 
his  s t af f .  

     Alleen Cat er  shar ed wit h t he boar d t hat  Bishop Par s ley and  Becky have 
of f er ed t o host  dinner  f or  e ight  in t he ir  Bir mingham home as  a live auct ion 
it em.  Rob Mor pet h will be  t he  chef , member s of  t he  diocesan s t af f  will 

ser ve t he meal and  Bishop Par s ley will act  as  mait r e  d’.  Ther e  will be  seven 
cour ses  wit h wine  t o mat ch.

CONVOCATI ON REPORTS

Bir mingham – Liz Ensey r epor t ed t he  convocat ion met  in Febr uar y at  
Cat hedr al Chur ch of  The Advent .  The speaker  was Timot hy Geor ge, 
f ounding Dean of  Beeson Divinit y S chool, S amf or d Univer sit y.

Black Belt  – Bea S t r ong r epor t ed t he  convocat ion met  Mar ch 8  at  Chr is t  
Chur ch, Tuscaloosa, wit h t he  Rev. David Meginniss  speaking on, “The 

Tr eat ment  of  Women in t he  Bible.”  The gr oup vot ed t o give $ 200 t o t he  
ACTS  2  campaign and  $ 200 t o t he  S cholar ship Fund.  S ince  t he  lunch was 
donat ed, an addit ional $ 222 t hat  was collect ed f or  lunch will be  given t o 

ACTS  2 .  The r epor t  is  at t ached.    
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Cheaha – Linda Geor ge  – The S pr ing meet ing was held Mar ch 27  at  Gr ace  
Chur ch, Annis t on.   The  Rev. Deacon Dave Dr achlis , Hunt sville  gave a 

Power point  pr esent at ion t e lling about  t he  mission wor k wit h t he people of  
Hait i.  The  Alms  r eceived t hat  day wer e  $ 280 and  went  f or  t he  Hait i 
Mission.  The r epor t  is  at t ached.  

East  Alabama – Tana Br anch – Meet ing dat e  t o be  announced.

Mount ain – Cher i Blair  – Convocat ion will meet  Apr il 29 , 9 :30  a.m., at  Chur ch 
of  t he  Epiphany, Gunt er sville .  Paula Dabne y will speak on t he gr eening of  t he  

Chur ch.  S he will t e ll us  how t o r ecycle, r euse  and  be  mor e  r esponsible  f or  
ear t h’s cr eat ion.

Mont gomer y – I n t he  absence  of  Lisa Par r ish, Anne  Kimsey announced t hat  
t he  S pr ing meet ing will be  May 7  at  Chur ch of  t he  Ascens ion in Mont gomer y.  
The Rev. Mar y Ear le  will be  t he  speaker .  This  is  par t  of  t he ir  100 t h

anniver sar y ce lebr at ion.  

Tennessee  Valley – Dee announced t hat  wit h sadness  and  r egr et  she  has  

accept ed t he  r esignat ion of  Car oline  Br ight  and  is  looking f or  a new 
Coor dinat or  f or  t he  Tennessee  Valley.  Nat ivit y, Hunt sville  will have a 
convocat ion meet ing Apr il 24 .  Rich Webst er  will be  t he  speaker .  

ON-GOI NG BUS I NES S

Par ish Leader ship Tr aining Event  (PLTE) – Get hr yn Giles  t hanked Tana 
Br anch f or  t he  cut e  Convocat ion s igns  f or  t he  t ables .  This  f ir s t  ever  ECW 

wor kshop at  PLTE was well r eceived by at t endees  and  t he  evaluat ions  
showed t hat  f ollow-up sess ions  ar e  desir ed in f undr ais ing, pr ogr ams, pr oj ect  
development , par ish ECW or ganizat ions  and how t o at t r act  member s.

Cons ider at ion will be  given t o a longer  t ime s lot  at  next  year ’s  PLTE.  This  
r epor t  is  at t ached.  

ACTS  2  Wine and  Cheese  Ar t  Auct ion – Fiona Wat t s  – The Ar t  Auct ion will 
be  held at  All S aint s  Episcopal Chur ch, Homewood, Apr il 17 , 2008, 6 :30  p.m. 
t o 9 :00  p.m.  The goal is  t o have mor e  t han 200  people at t end  t he  event  as  

t her e ar e  so many ver y nice  it ems being auct ioned.  Alleen Cat er  and  Lyle  
Hohnke ar e  of f er ing br unch or  dinne r  f or  30  wit h t he  Chancellor  at  t he ir  
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S ewanee home.  The f ull lis t  of  over  200  it ems is  on t he  websit e .  Ever yone  
is  encour aged t o br ing ot her s  f or  t his  f un evening.  Dee announced t hat  t he  

Tennessee  Valley Convocat ion of f er ed t o put  on an ACTS  2  f undr aiser  in 
2010.           

S t . Clair e’s  needle ar t s  guild up-dat e  – Alleen will inf or m t he  boar d when t his  
pr oj ect  act ually t akes  of f .  

Fall Conf er ence  – Liz Ensey – Oct ober  9  & 10 , 2008 will be  t he  Fall 
Conf er ence  at  S t . S t ephen’s  in Bir mingham.  The speaker  will be  t he  Rev. Dr . 

J o Bailey Wells, Duke Univer s it y.  The ECW Boar d will meet  on Wednesday 
night , Oct ober  8  f or  dinne r  at  The Club.  Lodging will be  available  at  t he  
Comf or t  I nn in t he  Colonnades.  Ther e  is  a f r ee , f ull hot  br eakf ast  beginning 

at  6 :30  a.m.  The Wine  and  Cheese  will be  held at  S t . J ohn’s  f or  t he  Deaf .  
I t  was suggest ed t hat  we might  have someone  t each us  some s ign language at  
our  S ept ember  boar d meet ing so we can communicat e  wit h t hem.  

Kanuga – Dee announced t hat  of f icer s  will be  e lect ed f or  Pr ovince  I V.  I f  
anyone  is  int er est ed; please  t alk wit h her .  

Fall Boar d Meet ing – S ept ember  2 , 2008, 10:00  a.m. at  Car pent er  House .  

NEW BUS I NES S

Pay Pal – S ally S inclair  – Beginning wit h Fall Conf er ence  S ally would like  t o 
of f er  people t he  opt ion of  r egis t er ing and  paying online  if  t hey wish.  They 
would s t ill have t he  opt ion of  mailing in t heir r egis t r at ion and  check.  S he  

would like  t o se t  up a Pay Pal account .  Fiona Wat t s  moved we open a Pay Pal 
account .  Mot ion car r ied.  A quest ion was r aised about  t he  per cent age  
char ged f or  us ing t he account .  Ther e  is  a small f ee  and  t his  will be  wor ked 

out  wit h t he Bir mingham Convocat ion.  

Mission Pr oj ect  – Fr an Lowe – I t  has  been suggest ed t hat  t he  ECW have one  

out r each pr oj ect  t hat  all ECW would do t oget her . This  could be ver y 
unif ying. Per haps it  could be  somet hing f or  childr en and/ or  women in Hait i.  
Anne  Kimzey is  going t o look int o somet hing t hat  would be  f un f or  t he  

childr en.  Back packs, f lip f lops , s lides , bar r e t t es, lacy socks, school supplies  
wer e  a f ew suggest ions .  Anne  and  Fr an will look int o t his and  r epor t  back.
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ACTS  2  Financial lis t ing – Car olyn Woodson – I ndividual names of  donor s  will 

be  lis t ed online  wit h t he  ACTS  2  Ther momet er .  The amount  given will not  be  
shown, unless  r equest ed.  Chur ches  and  convocat ions  will be  lis t ed wit h 
amount s  given.

The meet ing adjour ned at  2 :30  p.m. Anne  Kimzey closed wit h t he  ECW  
Pr ayer .  

Respect f ully S ubmit t ed,

Mar ilyn D. At kins
Recor ding S ecr e t ar y

Paper  copies  of  r epor t s  ar e  at t ached t o t he  har dcopy f iles  of  t he  minut es  
held by t he  Pr esident , S ecr e t ar y and  His t or ian.  Elect r onic ver s ions  of  t he 
at t achment s  ar e  available  online  at  www.alabamaecw.or g  

Tr easur er ’s  Repor t  (1-1-08  t o 4-4-08) – Car olyn Woodson
Pr esident -Elect ’s  Repor t  – Get hr yn Giles

Ar chives  Repor t  – Valer ie  Pope Bur nes
Daught er ’s  of  t he  King Repor t  – Andi S ilber man

Webmast er ’s  Repor t  – S ally S inclair
Women’s  Weekend Repor t  – Cat hy Blackney
Black Belt  Convocat ion – Bea S t r ong

Cheaha Convocat ion – Linda Geor ge
Par ish Leader ship Tr aining Event  Wor kshop Repor t  – Get hr yn Giles

*This  is  a pr e liminar y copy of  t he  minut es  f or  your  r eview.  A 
cor r ect ed/ appr oved copy will be  post ed af t er  t he  S ept ember  Boar d meet ing.  


