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EPI S COPAL CHURCH WOMEN – DI OCES E OF ALABAMA
                   MI NUTES  OF BOARD MEETI NG
                        J ANUARY 4 & 5 ,  2008
                          AT CAMP McDOWELL

MEMBERS  PRES ENT:  Dee  Buzby, Get hr yn Giles , Bar bar a Car pent er , Alyce  
S mit h, Anne  Kimzey, Linda Geor ge, Tana Br anch, Fiona Wat t s , Nancy 

Thompson, S allie Lowe, Liz Ensey, Lisa Par r ish, Car oline  Br ight , Tor a 
J ohnson, Fr ances  Lowe, Bea S t r ong, Valer ie  Bur nes, Alleen Cat er , Cher i 

Blair , Car olyn Woodson, Mar ilyn At kins , Lisa Gr uner , The Rev. Deacon Kat y 
S mit h and  The Right  Rev. Henr y N. Par s ley, J r ., Ex Of f icio.  

MEMBERS  ABSENT:   Cat hy Blackney, J ane  Dickson, Br enda Mayhall, Andi 
S ilber man, and  S ally S inclair .

GUES T:   Becky Par s ley

J anuary 4 t h - Bishop Parsley’s  comment s:
On Fr iday evening, Bishop Par sley and  Becky joined t he  Boar d f or  dinner  and  
inf or mal conver sat ion.  The bishop commended t he  ECW f or  t he ir  vit al wor k 
in t he  Chur ch, t hanked us  f or  our  cont r ibut ion t o ACTS  2  and  spoke about  

up-coming event s f or  which our  pr ayer s  ar e needed: cons t r uct ion on t he  new 
chapel t o begin in lat e  J anuar y; t he  or dinat ion and  consecr at ion of  The Rev. 

J ohn McKee S loan as  Bishop S uf f r agan, J anuar y 12; oppor t unit ies  t o ge t  t o 
know our  Pr esiding Bishop, Kat har ine  J ef f er t s  S chor i, J anuar y 12 t h and  13 t h; 
t he  177 t h Annual Diocesan Convent ion, Febr uar y 21st -  23 r d; t he  Lambet h 

Conf er ence  in Augus t ; t he  bishop and Becky’s  sabbat ical t he  f ollowing t hr ee  
mont hs; and  Becky’s  job as  Nat ional Coor dinat or  of  Bishop’s  S pouses .
  

S ummar izing, Bishop Par s ley said t her e’s  a lot  of  good going on in our  
diocese . “Let ’s  be  Chr is t  cent er ed.  I ssue s  won’t  go away – we need t o lear n 
how t o love one  anot her  when we ar e  dif f er ent .”  He closed t he  evening wit h 

a devot ional on our  t heme, “Blessed I s S he  Who Believes” encour aging us  t o:  
1) be  at t ent ive and  lis t en f or  God t o speak t o us , 2) be lieve in God’s  
pr omises; God says , “Love one  anot her ”, we should expect  somet hing t o 

happen and  3) God want s  us  t o have joy in our  lives .  By our  j oy and  love, 
people will know we ar e  Chr ist ians .
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BOARD MEETI NG,  S at urday,  J anuary 5 ,  2008

Dee Buzby, Pr esident , called t he  Boar d meet ing t o or der  at  9 :08  a.m.--giving 
a war m welcome t o ever yone . Dee t hanked Get hr yn Giles  f or  leading t he  
inf or mat ive Convocat ion Coor dinat or s  class  on Fr iday evening.  S he 

r equest ed t hat  r epor t s  be  emailed t o all Boar d member s  and/ or  post ed on 
t he  websit e  bef or e  t he  Boar d meet ings  so ever yone  can have a copy at  t he  
meet ing.

Anne  Kimsey gave a devot ional quot ing f r om t he  book, “God Calling”, edit ed 

by A.J . Russell.  The  aut hor  says  as  we s t ar t  t he  New Year we should bur y 
ever y f ear  of  t he  f ut ur e  and  t r us t  God t o supply t he  wisdom and s t r engt h 
f or  each day.  

The minut es  of  t he  Oct ober  11, 2007 Boar d meet ing and  t he  minut es  of  t he  
118 t h Annual Conf er ence  Oct ober  11 & 12, 2007, wer e  appr oved as  pr esent ed 

on a mot ion by Fiona Wat t s .  The  minut es  will be  post ed on t he  ECW websit e
www.alabamaecw.or g   

I n t he  absence  of  Br enda Mayhall, out going Tr easur er , a wr it t en copy of  t he  
Tr easur er ’s  r epor t  was disbur sed.  Oper at ing Fund:  Tot al r ece ipt s  f or  t he  
year  2007 wer e  $ 11,880 .39  and  t ot al disbur sement s  wer e  $ 10 ,623 .23 .  The 

ending balance  in t he  Oper at ing Fund is  $ 777.62 .  Discussion f ollowed about  
t he  issue  of  high cost  f or  deaf  int er pr e t er s  at  t he  Fall Conf er ence .  Alleen 

Cat er  said t he  policy r egar ding payment  needs t o be  clar if ied f or  t he  f ut ur e .    
S he suggest ed t hat  t he  Pr esident  and  t he  Pr esident -Elect  r esolve t his  issue  
wit h t he  diocese  by having a meet ing wit h t he  bishops, Rob Mor pet h and  

Mar ianne S t ephens .  The Tr easur er ’s  r epor t  will be  post ed on t he  websit e .    

Calendar  Handbooks - Get hr yn Giles  announced t he  deadline  f or  ge t t ing all 

inf or mat ion including annual event s  in t he  2009 Calendar  Handbook is  J uly 1, 
2008 and  t he  deadline  f or  or der ing ext r a copies  is  Augus t  1, 2008.  The 
bishop has  appr oved t he  t heme, “S t . Anne , Gr andmot her  of  our  S avior ” f or  

t he  2009 Calendar  Handbook.  2008 Calendar  Handbooks ar e  available  f r om 
Dee.

UTO - Bar bar a Car pent er  r epor t ed t hat  t wo gr ant  applicat ions  have been 
r eceived.  One  f r om Baker s  On Wheels, I nc., Moody, AL and  one  f r om t he  
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S hoals Family S uccess  Cent er  f or  t he ir  Family Lif e  Univer sit y.  The Boar d 
discussed t he  applicat ions .  Bar bar a’s  commit t ee  will r eview t he applicat ions  

and  pass  t he ir  r ecommendat ions  on t o Bishop Par s ley.  I f  appr oved, t he
applicat ions  will be  submit t ed t o t he  Nat ional UTO Commit t ee .   

Par liament ar ian – Alleen Cat er  t old about  t he  Bishop’s  Guild which is  housed 
at  t he  Advent  and  r un most ly by Advent  people, however , t hey welcome help 
f r om t he  out s ide.  They have r equest ed mor e  f inger  f ood f or  t he  r ecept ion 

f ollowing t he  consecr at ion of  t he  Bishop S uf f r agan.  Please  br ing f ood, t able 
r eady or  s imply give money t o Alleen and  she  will pur chase  f ood.  They also 

need people t o help ser ve and  clean up.  

Ar chivist  – Valer ie  Bur nes se t  t he  s t andar d f or  keeping r ecor ds.  Each Boar d 

member ’s  not ebook should cont ain only r epor t s  cr eat ed by t hem.   Boar d 
member s may keep anyt hing t hey wish f or  t hemselves , but  should keep it  in a 
separ at e  not ebook and do not  pass  t hat  on.   Valer ie  will keep a copy of  t he  

mor e  r ecent  r ecor ds  and  asks t hat  ever yone  who cr eat es  a r epor t , please  
email it  t o her .  I f  t he  r epor t  is  emailed t o t he  whole Boar d t hen she  will 
pr int  and  save it .  For  t he  older  r ecor ds t hat  need a per manent  home, 

Valer ie  will cont act  t he  Bir mingham Libr ar y t o see  if  t hey will allow ECW 
r ecor ds as  t hat  is  wher e  t he  diocesan ar chival r ecor ds  ar e  kept .

CPC (Chur ch Per iodical Club) - I n t he  absence  of  Br enda Mayhall, Get hr yn 
Giles  explained t hat  CPC money is  collect ed on t he  f ir s t  S unday in May.  I n 

Alabama, we do not  send  all our  money t o t he  Nat ional CPC; we give some 
money t o each seminar ian f r om Alabama f or  books each year .

Cler gy Liaison – Kat y S mit h said she was pleased t o see  t he ar t icle  in t he  
“Apost le” saying t her e  is  money available f or  women int er est ed in spir it ual 
r ef r eshment .  

Daught er ’s  of  t he  King (DOK) – Andi S ilber man’s  r epor t  is  at t ached t o t he  
minut es  as  she was unable t o at t end . The S pr ing Assembly of  t he  DOK will 

be  at  Gr ace  Chur ch, Cullman, Febr uar y 2, 2008.

Devot ions  – Anne  Kimsey said par t  of  her  j ob is  t o ar r ange f or  pr ayer  

concer ns  t o be  shar ed wit h t he Boar d.  Af t er  discussion, it  was decided t hat  
Boar d member s could e it her  cont act  Anne  wit h pr ayer  concer ns  and  she  will 
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let  ever yone  know or  t hey can send  an email dir ect .  Anne  shar ed how much 
it  meant  t o her  t o r eceive car ds  and  emails  t hat  people wer e pr aying f or  her  

bot h dur ing her  f at her ’s  illness  and  her  sur ger y.  

Event s  Coor dinat or  – Tor a J ohnson t alked about  t he  Pr ovince  I V Episcopal 

Chur ch Women Conf er ence  t hat  will be  held at  Kanuga in Nor t h Car olina 
J une  2-4 ; encour aging ever yone  t o at t end .  I t  is  an oppor t unit y t o see  how 
t he  wider  ECW f unct ions .  Dee suggest ed t hose  who have never  been t her e  

check t he  websit e  at  www.kanuga.or g and t hose  planning t o at t end  let  her  
know by Febr uar y 1.

Hospit alit y – Alyce  S mit h pr epar ed lunch f or  t he  Boar d at  t he  cot t age .

Missions  and  Minis t r ies  – Fr an Lowe asked t hat  Boar d member s let  her  know 
if  t he ir  chur ch or  anyone  t hey know is  involved in any of  t hese  act ivit ies  and  
give her  a cont act  per son so she  can let  ever yone  know.

Publicit y – Fiona Wat t s  announced t he  deadline  f or  ge t t ing ar t icles  in t he  
“Apost le” is  t he  f ir s t  of  t he  mont h f or  t he  f ollowing mont h publicat ion.  

Ar t icles  submit t ed mus t  be  copy r eady.  I t  can be  an at t achment  t o an email.  
Phot ogr aphs ar e  encour aged and  can be  emailed.

BREAK -– The Rev. Mar k J ohns t on ar r ived t o ce lebr at e  t he  Holy Euchar is t .  

Mar k shar ed up-coming event s  at  Camp and t old us  about  t he  BRI CK 
CAMPAI GN – “Complet ing t he  vision: one  br ick, one  act , at  a t ime.”  Br icks  
will be  used f or  walkways  and  pat ios  at  t he  new chapel.  He gave us  or der  

f or ms t o f ill out t o designat e  t he  name of  t he  donor  or  t he  honor ees  name.  
Cost  is  $ 125 per  br ick.  Lunch f ollowed.  

The Boar d meet ing r esumed f ollowing lunch wit h Dee calling t he  meet ing t o 
or der  at  12 :55  p.m.  

S cholar ship – Nancy Thompson s t at ed t hat  one  of  t he $ 1,000  scholar ships  
given in 2007 was not  used by t he  r ecipient , t hus  t he  sum of  scholar ships  

awar ded in 2007 is  $ 1,000  less  t han t he  $ 12 ,750 t hat  was r epor t ed in t he 
minut es  of  t he S ept ember  4 , 2007 Boar d meet ing.  I n an ef f or t  t o 
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st r eamline  t he  applicat ion pr ocess, some new guidelines  ar e  post ed on t he  
websit e .  All applicant s  must  be  a communicant  member  of  t he  Episcopal 

Chur ch, in t he  Diocese  of  Alabama.  Nancy also ment ioned t he  possibilit y of  
designing a scholar ship br ochur e .  I t  was suggest ed t hat  t he  idea be  
discussed wit h t he ne w yout h dir ect or .  

Webmast er  – S ally S inclair  was absent  so Fiona Wat t s  gave her  r epor t .  
Af t er  t he Fall Conf er ence  pr esent at ion, mor e  par ishes  ar e  sending in 

inf or mat ion t o be  post ed on t he  websit e , however  mor e  par ish event s  f or  
2008 and  updat es  on ACTS  2  ar e needed.  S ally r ecommends you put  t he  

websit e  addr ess  on ever y ECW cor r espondence you wr it e , paper  and  email.  
S ally r equest s  t hat  each commit t ee  chair  check t he ir  webpage against  what  
is  pr int ed in t he  Calendar  Handbook and  let  her  know what  needs updat ing on 

t heir  page.  Also each Convocat ion Coor dinat or  should check t he ir  
Convocat ion page and  make sur e  t he ir  lis t  of  par ishes  is  up t o dat e .  I f  you 
want  any of  your  r epor t s  t o t he  ECW Boar d on t he  Repor t s  webpage, you 

need t o send  t hem t o S ally e lect r onically.  This  r epor t  is  on t he  websit e .

Women’s  Weekend – Cat hy Blackney was unable t o be  pr esent .  Dee 

announced t hat  Bob and  Kay Blackwell will be  t he  speaker s  f or  Women’s  
Weekend, May 16  – 18 , 2008.  

Cor r esponding S ecr e t ar y – Lisa-Cade Gr uner pr esent ed t he  Diocesan ECW 
Cor r espondence  S ecr e t ar y’s  r epor t  which she  also handed out .  S he  included 

a summar y of  email addr esses  in cons t ant  cont act .  Lisa r equest ed t hat  if  
you send  any inf or mat ion t o S ally S inclair  f or  post ing on t he  web or  in t he  
“Apost le”, please  send  it  t o her  also.  This  r epor t  is  at t ached.

CONVOCATI ON REPORTS

Bir mingham – Liz Ensey – Fall convocat ion was held at  S t . Michael’s  on 
Oct ober  24  wit h inst allat ion of  t he  new of f icer s .  The S pr ing meet ing will be  
at  t he  Cat hedr al Chur ch of  t he  Advent , dat e  TBA and t he Fall meet ing will 

be  host ed by S t . Luke’s .  Plans  ar e  in pr ogr ess  f or  t he  Bir mingham 
Convocat ion t o host  t he  Fall Conf er ence , Oct ober  9  and  10  at  S t . S t ephen’s  
Chur ch.  The speaker  will be  The Rev. Dr . J o Bailey Wells, Duke Univer s it y.   
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Black Belt  – Bea S t r ong -  The Fall luncheon meet ing was held at  t he  home of  
Valer ie  Bur ne s in Mar ion on December  14 .  ACTS  2  was discussed and  Bea 

was int r oduced as  t he ne w coor dinat or .  The S pr ing meet ing will be  at  Chr is t  
Chur ch in Tuscaloosa.    

Cheaha – Linda Geor ge  – The Fall convocat ion meet ing was held at  S t . Pet er ’s  
in Talladega on Oct ober  25  wit h Bob and  Kay Blackwell as  t he  speaker ’s who 
shar ed t heir  exper iences  as  miss ionar ies  in S yr ia.  Linda was int r oduced as  

t he  new coor dinat or .  ACTS  2  was discussed.  S t . Luke’s  Chur ch, 
J acksonville , br ought  a hand  made quilt  t hat  was being r af f led.  $ 605 was 

r eceived f r om t hat  r af f le  and  given t o ACTS  2 .  The S pr ing meet ing will be  
at  Gr ace  Chur ch in Annis t on.

East  Alabama – Tana Br anch pr aised t he  ladies  of  t he  East  Alabama 
Convocat ion f or  wor king so har d and  accomplishing a ver y successf ul Fall 
Conf er ence  at  which t ime t he  Boar d br oke out  in applause  commending t he  

gr oup f or  an out s t anding job.  Tana pr esent ed ext r a scar f s  f r om t he  
Conf er ence  f or  Boar d member s  and  asked t hat  t hey be  shar ed wit h ECW 
member s  who ar e ill.  

Mont gomer y – Lisa Par r ish announced t heir  S pr ing Convocat ion meet ing will 
be  May 8 , at  t he  Chur ch of  t he  Ascens ion in Mont gomer y wit h t he  speaker  

being The Rev. Mar y Ear le .  All ar e  welcome.

Tennessee  Valley – Car oline  Br ight  announced t he  Fall meet ing was held at  
S t . Mat t hew’s  in Madison wit h good at t endance .  

Mount ain – Cher i Blair  s t at ed t hey had a bazaar  November  17  and  r aised 
$ 6500.  Cher i will be  meet ing wit h all t he  pr esident s  in t he  convocat ion t he  
end  of  J anuar y t o se t -up all t he  convocat ion dat es  f or  t he  next  t wo year s .

ON-GOI NG BUS I NES S

ACTS  2  – Fiona Wat t s  said t he  f ir s t  f undr aiser  will be  a Wine and  Cheese  
S ilent  Auct ion held at  All S aint s  Chur ch in Homewood on e it her  Apr il 17 t h or  
24 t h pending appr oval f r om t he  diocese .  Olivia Weingar t en is  wor king wit h 

Fiona and  t he  commit t ee  will be  made up of  mainly chur ches  in t he  
Bir mingham ar ea, however , t hey would appr eciat e  he lp f r om any Boar d 
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member s  who would like  t o be  on t he  commit t ee  as  t his  is  a diocesan event  
not  j us t  a Bir mingham event .   

     Over  t he  ne xt  t hr ee  year s , t her e  will be  t hr ee  diocesan f undr aiser s  t o 
r aise  mone y t owar d our  ACTS  2  commit ment  of  $ 65 ,000 .  The next  t wo ar e  
planned f or  Hunt sville  and  Mont gomer y.  

     Fiona asked each Boar d member  t o ge t  it ems f or  t he  s ilent  auct ion and  
br ing t hem t o t he  Apr il 8 t h Boar d meet ing.  I t  can be  anyt hing cons ider ed
auct ionable; ar t  wor k, j ewelr y, t oile t r ies , wine , pot t er y, gif t  cer t if icat es  or  

anyt hing you would consider  bidding on your se lf .  Lisa Par r ish suggest ed t hat  
each Boar d member  br ing a bot t le  of  wine  t o t he  next  Boar d meet ing; 

sever al bot t les  of  good wine  could be  gr ouped t oget her  on a wine t able and  
auct ioned of f .  Anot her  suggest ion was t o have wine  basket s wit h cr acker s , 
e t c.  

Cor por at e  Gif t  – Dee explained t hat  each year  t he ECW gives  $ 2 ,000  t o t he  
diocese  f r om t he  f unds r eceived f r om annual par ish cont r ibut ions .  I n 2007, 

t he  cor por at e  gif t went  t owar ds our  ACTS  2  commit ment  and  it  is  expect ed 
t o cont inue  going t o ACTS  2  unt il t he  ECW r eaches it s  goal.  

ECW Banner  - Dee announced t hat  Alleen will be  car r ying t he  ECW Banner  in 
t he  pr ocessional f or  t he  or dinat ion of  t he  Bishop S uf f r agan.

Diocesan Convent ion – Dee s t at ed t hat  t he  ECW has been given pe r mission 
t o place  UTO Blue  Boxes on all t he  t ables  at  t he  convent ion.  

Cler gy Dir ect or y – Lisa Gr uner  will coor dinat e  wit h t he  Rev. Pat  Wingo t o 
cont inue  t o updat e  t he  cler gy dir ect or y.

Bookmar ks – For  t he  past  t wo year s , Alleen has  had ECW bookmar ks made up 
wit h our  logo on t he  back and  passed t hem out  at  convent ion.  Dee will or der  

bookmar ks t o dis t r ibut e  at  t he  convent ion in Febr uar y and  f or  ot her  event s .

UTO Conf er ence  – Face  t o Face  – Dee Buzby and  Bar bar a Car pent er  

at t ended t he  conf er ence  las t  Augus t  in Richmond, VA.  Bar bar a explained 
t hat  Face  t o Face  is  a wor kshop pr esent ed by t he  Nat ional UTO Commit t ee  
t o give ne w UTO Coor dinat or s  an over view of  t he  t ot al pr ogr am.  Expenses  

up t o $ 600 per  diocese , f or  r epr esent at ives  t o at t end , will be  paid by t he  
Nat ional UTO Commit t ee .
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S pr ing meet ing is  Apr il 8 t h at  Car pent er  House  at  10 :00  a.m.  Fr ee  par king is  

available at  t he  Compass  Bank par king gar age  on 5 t h Ave. Nor t h.  The t icket  
must  be  s t amped at  Car pent er  House f or  t he  diocese  t o pay f or  t he  par king.  

Nominat ions  - Dee asked t hat  ECW member s  give names of  pot ent ial Boar d 
member s  t o J ane  Dickson as  her  commit t ee  will be  pr esent ing a s lat e  t o be  
e lect ed in Oct ober .

S t . Clair e’s  needle ar t s  guild up-dat e  – Alleen said she  is  s t ill seeking 

someone  t o or ganize  t he  guild.  I t  will be  se t -up as  a r esour ce  page  on t he  
websit e .     

Dee t hanked Alyce  Smit h and  Tor a J ohnson f or  pr epar ing t he  lunch t oday
and all f or  coming.  

The meet ing adjour ned at  2 :10  p.m.  Anne  Kimsey closed wit h t he ECW 
Pr ayer .

Respect f ully S ubmit t ed,

Mar ilyn D. At kins  

Recor ding S ecr e t ar y

Paper  copies  of  r epor t s  ar e  at t ached t o t he  har dcopy f iles  of  t he  minut es  

held by t he  Pr esident , S ecr e t ar y and  His t or ian.  Elect r onic ver s ions  of  t he 
at t achment s  ar e  available  online  at  www.alabamaecw.or g

Tr easur er ’s  Repor t  2007 – Br enda Mayhall
Daught er ’s  of  t he  King Repor t  – Andi S ilber man
Webmast er ’s  Repor t  – S ally S inclair

Cor r espondence  S ecr e t ar y’s  Repor t – Lisa Gr uner


