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An excerpt  from Becca’s latest  book, Hither and Yon:  A Travel Guide for the Spiritual Journey:

One gift  of my inabilit y to hang on to things is that  my fam ily doesn’t  have a key to our house. The 

door is always open. Though we have had three cars stolen from the dr iveway, no one has ever 

entered the house unless invited.  I  think the reason is that  people are always around.  We have 

home church every week, and our children have fr iends over all the  t ime to skateboard or play.  My 

husband writes most  of his music in our front  room, and people are meet ing and working around the 

house almost  every day. The unplanned result  is that  community has replaced the security system. 

Whatever we have in our house is shared with anyone who walks through the door.

Becca Stevens is a writer and Episcopal pr iest  whose concept  of community is something she lives 

and shares every day. Whether it  be with the eclect ic congregat ion of St . August ine’s Chapel on 

Vanderbilt  University, or with the women of Magdalene, an organizat ion she founded to help women 

with a crim inal history of prost itut ion and drug addict ion, or with the growing friends she is making 

in far-off places through her books, blog, t raveling and speaking engagements, Becca believes 

deeply that  community is something to be nurtured through love, j ust ice, and open doors. Becca is 

also a Daughter of the King and a previous speaker at  our Province IV Summer Ret reat .

With an Episcopal priest  as a father and a mother who directed an out reach center for senior cit izens 

and low- income children, Becca was given the legacy of service through parents who, in her words, 

“ lived generously and didn’t  make a fuss about  it .”  Asked about her parents, Becca responds, “My 

dad was killed by a drunk driver in the fall of 1968, but  he left  me a legacy to not  only give to those 

who are in need, but  to do it  generously. His t ragic death has reminded me that  life is tender and 

precious.”  Becca’s mom, who died suddenly 10 years ago, was highly regarded in the community for 

her compassion, hard work and pract ical approach to service.  Says Becca, ”My mom raised five 

children on her own after my dad died, all the while running St . Luke’s Community Center. She 

taught  us to share, forgive, appreciate the gifts of nature, and to be our brother’s keeper -  and that  

there is always t ime to make crafts and play. As a leader she was also an amazing example that  

somet imes you have to just  take it  on the chin and keep going.”

This commitment  to generously serve, with lit t le fuss, has helped Becca, with generous support  from 

the community, establish a partnership between St . August ine’s Chapel and San Eduardo in Ecuador 

to build and support  a rural school;  support  a nursing program for an AI DS hospice in Botswana;  

and recent ly establish a center for contemplat ive just ice that  houses programs such as a chapter of 

Mobile Loaves & Fishes, which serves the homeless populat ion in Nashville. To date, Rev. Stevens

has raised over $9 million for the organizat ions she supports. Becca has won numerous awards such 

as the Frist  Foundat ion’s award for ‘I nnovat ion in Act ion,’ the Academy of Women in Achievement , 

the ‘Alumnus of the Year’ from University of the South’s School of Theology and ‘Tennessean of the 

Year’ by The Tennessean in 2005. I n addit ion to numerous art icles, Becca has writ ten three books 

for Abingdon Press;  Sanctuary, her last  book, was one of Christ ianity Today’s Top 5 Spiritual Books 

of 2005. Her newest  book, Hither & Yon:  A Travel Guide for the Spir itual Journey, was released fall 

2007.

Becca resides in Nashville with her husband, Grammy-winning songwriter, Marcus Hummon, and 

their  three sons, Levi, Caney and Moses.


